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About a quarter of a century ago, when I was
fairly certain that I knew all there was to know
about everything, my high school English
teacher tossed me a curve ball via William
Shakespeare.

As my fellow sophomore
literature classmates and I read
“Macbeth,” we were tasked to
unravel Shakespeare’s simple
phrase: “Nothing is but what is
not.”

After a week of class
debate, I settled on my answer
— that in life you can only be
certain of what does not exist. In other words,
“nothing” is always nothing. But “something”
is ... well, “something” and it can always
change.

So ... why, at a much wiser age, do I ponder
on this 1983 flashback?

Because I am absolutely astounded that
William Shakespeare, in 1603, could hit the nail
on the head in defining the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the Department of Homeland
Security.

Let me explain.
I recently asked the Corps for a copy of its

emergency response plan in the event that there
were to be a failure at the John Redmond Dam

in Kansas.  The earthen dam is located to our
north on the Neosho River and stands between
our community and a lake of water.

I received a nice letter saying that I could not
have it, due to its sensitive nature.  It appears

that I could be a terrorist or, at
the very least, associate with
terrorists conspiring to identify
weaknesses in our country’s
infrastructure. Not that
Katrina, Ike or the recent del-
uge of mid-western rainfall
events have not already done
that.

In the meantime, the City of Miami’s flood-
plain administrator and floodplain manager
asked for the same documents so they could
create an evacuation plan. They have been
asked to sign a non-disclosure form before the
Corps will release a redacted copy.

Now, for those who need clarification as I
did,  “non-disclosure” means that you can look
at the document, read it, discuss its merits and
demerits with your inner self and think about
what you might do to get a city of thousands out
of harm’s way — but you can’t share the infor-
mation with anybody.

“Redacted” means that the Corps will
remove any verbiage it deems to be too risky to

disclose. 
It should also be noted that the News-Record

has requested copies of the John Redmond Dam
water control manual and the latest copy of the
dam’s inspection report. Don’t have those yet.
The documents have been assembled, paid for
and are ready to be shipped — but the request is
being reviewed because of its sensitive nature.
You can thank the Corp’s loyalty to Homeland
Security for the delay.

So let’s look at the what “is” and what “is
not” in this situation.

There “is” a John Redmond Dam  — it may
or may not be damming properly. We don’t
know, because the Corps “is not” quick to
release the inspection report.  

There “is” an emergency response plan  — it
reportedly lists who would be in harm’s way in
the event that the dam fails. The Corps “is not”
releasing that information to the public.

There “is” a local emergency management
presence at both the city and county level — but
neither has been presented with the Corps’
emergency response plan nor have they been
asked to participate in any related preparedness
exercises.  I think it is safe to say that the city
“is not” and the county “is not” properly pre-
pared.

There “is” an effort to inform the public of

matters regarding its safety — but the Corps “is
not” allowing that process to unfold.

Now here, my fellow Miamians, is the icing
on the cake.

Last week, Gov. Brad Henry joined the
Department of Homeland Security in declaring
September as “National Preparedness Month.”
In a public proclamation, Henry cited
Oklahoma Emergency Management Director
Albert Ashwood who said “the most positive
thing we can do is to empower Oklahomans
with knowledge and skills so they can be pre-
pared to help themselves and others in times of
emergency.”

It is enough to make my head spin!
It is clear to me that all we can be certain of

is that we don’t know what we will do in the
event of a failure at the John Redmond Dam and
it is through no fault of our own.

Though common sense tells us that we
should have a plan, apparently the Corps thinks
we will ignore what we can’t see.

I don’t know about you, but that insults me.
The Corps, trusted with the task of protecting

this country’s residents, has seriously missed its
mark and clearly does not know the spirit of this
community — or  William Shakespeare.

My two cents
Krista Duhon

Managing editor

Shakespeare nails the Corps

A high school sophomore asked me this week
whether Sept. 11 would always be remembered.
Would it always be, as she put it, “somber”? 

Lacking a crystal ball, I have no answer. And,
frankly, looking back seven years to that cata-
clysmic jihadist atrocity, I realize I’m probably
not the most dependable prognosticator because
never would I have imagined back in 2001 how
successful that heinous strike would be in utter-
ly changing us and our world.

Blame ignorance, blame cow-
ardice: The strangest effect of
9/11 has been, on balance, an
accelerated campaign of accom-
modation of Islam’s law in the
West, a campaign boosted across
the globe by the jihadist attacks
of 3/11 (Madrid 2004) and 7/7
(London 2005) and many, many
others. Paradoxically, such fast-track accommo-
dation has occurred even as any and all connec-
tion between jihadist acts and Islam — specifi-
cally Islamic war doctrine — have been
emphatically ruled out by our leaders, both
civilian and military. It’s not that they have dis-
proven the connection. Worse, they have chosen
to ignore it. 

With this in mind, it becomes possible to
understand how President Bush could this week
vaguely invoke the spirit of 9/11, as it were, to

spur Americans to “volunteer” more. Similar
statements came out of the presidential cam-
paigns with Barack Obama also talking up the
“spirit of service,” while he and John McCain
jointly called on Americans to “renew” the
unity of 9/11 (while honoring the dead, and
grieving with those who lost loved ones). It’s
not that we shouldn’t do such things — but to
what end? I mean, was 9/11 a catastrophic hur-
ricane, or a jihadist act of war?

Meanwhile, the undermin-
ing reach of Islamic law
stretches across American
society, from the hilltop farm
in rural Vermont, where
goats are now raised to be
slaughtered according to
Islamic law, to Wall Street,
where once-mighty financial

institutions, some of them having become trin-
kets of Islamic potentates, now adapt them-
selves to Sharia banking practices, to
Washington, D.C., where stately government
buildings have been ringed in quasi-medieval,
high tech anti-jihad defenses. It may be politi-
cally incorrect to notice this expansion of
Islamic influence in the West, but it is also
extremely difficult not to notice it. Then again,
perhaps due to a 9/11 numbing effect, too few of
us do.

Just last month, for example, publishing
heavyweight Random House pulled a romance
novel about Muhammad from its fall line-up out
of fear of Islamic violence in New York City —
yawn. Also last month, Mazen Asbahi, Obama’s
director of Muslim outreach, resigned over ties
to the Muslim Brotherhood — snore.
(According to Investor’s Business Daily, Asbahi
continues to work in some capacity for the cam-
paign.) Last spring, the U.S. government issued
guidelines for the Department of Homeland
Security and others that “suggest” such terms as
“jihad” and “Islamic terrorism” not be used;
snooze. Earlier this year, revelations that the
No. 2 man at the Pentagon, Deputy Secretary of
Defense Gordon England, was closely assisted
by Hesham Islam, “an Islamist with a pro-
Muslim Brotherhood bent who has brought in
groups to the Pentagon who have been unin-
dicted co-conspirators,” according to terror
expert Steven Emerson, drew a big yawn,
snores and a snooze. 

Who could have imagined any of this, back
when there was still a massive hole of burning
ash at the bottom of Manhattan? 

Today, of course, there is in downtown
Manhattan a lavish memorial in the works,
while at the Pentagon, what the Washington
Post called “a memorial to loss” was unveiled
this week. These and other such markers will

note a day that will probably live on in somber-
ness, to use the sophomore’s word, rather than
in what an earlier generation might have
described as infamy. As a society, we appear to
have decided to remember 9/11 as something
akin to a natural disaster that came and went
rather than as a part of a diffuse but discernable
push to advance the law of Islam. 

I am struck by the sharp contrast between this
perspective and a very different kind of 9/11
commemoration, this one planned for this
year’s anniversary in Brussels. 

According to initial press accounts, it was a
small affair — just 50 people led by Flemish
separatist leader Filip Dewinter of the Vlaams
Belang party. Like last year, when this same
group was brutally dispersed by Belgian police,
they gathered in front of the World Trade Center
in Brussels not only to mark the attacks on
America but to protest the Islamization of
Europe. Some number of them were arrested by
the order of the mayor, who had earlier denied
the group a permit for the demonstration, citing
the possibility of violence over the “sensitivity”
of the event, the proximity of “sensitive” neigh-
borhoods (i.e., Muslim), and the season of
Ramadan.

A somber day, indeed.
Diana West is a columnist for The

Washington Times. 

A day that will live in ... accommodating Islam

Diana
West

Wyrick Glenn
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FYI
• What’s a column?
A column is one person’s opinion on any

given issue, published as a regular feature in
the newspaper.

• What’s an editorial?
An editorial is the newspaper’s view on an

issue. In developing editorials, employees of
the newspaper consider what, in their collec-
tive view, is best for the community. Editorials
are meant to suggest a course of action, and to
foster discussion of issues important to the
community.


